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properly treated, would yield gold and make the inventor rich
and famous. He who found the formula would find the
"Elixir" Had he not seen his father take out of the crucible a
metal that shone brighter than gold?12
At the Benedictine cloister of Lavanttal, near Villach,
Theophrastus learned what little Latin and grammar he was
able to master. Neither these nor rhetoric and logic were his
forte. His writings are pervaded by his aversion to textbooks
and to the formal education which was the pride of con-
temporary humanists. "I tell you it is much easier to learn the
stars and herbs than those intricate Latin and Greek grammars.
It would be much better to learn medicine first and Latin
later."13
This apparently was the method of his teacher, Bishop
Erhard of Lavanttal, whom Paracelsus thankfully remembers
in his autobiography. To the neglect of his pupil's grammar the
two spent their days over crucibles and in speculations on the
Philosopher's Stone.
Although Theophrastus' Latin never came up to humanist
standards, it is not true that he "knew no Latin" as some have
asserted. Latin was the necessary common language on the uni-
versity campuses of that time with their "all nations" student
body, and without a working knowledge of it, no student could
have followed a course or read a book.
The neglect of his formal education, however, was to have
undesirable consequences. Paracelsus never learned the art of
scholastic dissertation and never mastered the required elegant
style in speech or letter. In debate he frequently was beaten
by lesser men who knew how to polish up inanities. The
vigorous dialect of his native land was not subtle enough to
conduct the piercing current of his thought. "My stammering
tongue cannot justify me, so I take to writing, and I make over
to the paper that which my mouth cannot accomplish." 14